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4. The expenses incurred by the Federal Gov-
ernment in the 6-month period from September
26, 1997, through March 25, 1998, that are di-
rectly attributable to the exercise of powers and
authorities conferred by the declaration of a na-
tional emergency with respect to UNITA are
about $80,000, most of which represent wage
and salary costs for Federal personnel. Per-
sonnel costs were largely centered in the De-
partment of the Treasury (particularly in the
Office of Foreign Assets Control, the U.S. Cus-

toms Service, the Office of the Under Secretary
for Enforcement, and the Office of the General
Counsel) and the Department of State (particu-
larly the Office of Southern African Affairs).

I will continue to report periodically to the
Congress on significant developments, pursuant
to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 23, 1998.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the National
Endowment for Democracy
March 23, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by the provisions of section

504(h) of Public Law 98–164, as amended (22
U.S.C. 4413(i)), I transmit herewith the 14th

Annual Report of the National Endowment for
Democracy, which covers fiscal year 1997.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 23, 1998.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President Yoweri
Kaguta Museveni of Uganda in Kampala, Uganda
March 24, 1998

The President. Good morning.

President’s Invocation of Executive Privilege
Q. Mr. President, we haven’t yet had the op-

portunity to ask you about your decision to in-
voke executive privilege, sir. Why shouldn’t the
American people see that as an effort to hide
something from them?

The President. Look, that’s a question that’s
being asked and answered back home by the
people who are responsible to do that. I don’t
believe I should be discussing that here.

Q. Could you at least tell us why you think
the First Lady might be covered by that privi-
lege, why her conversation might fall under
that?

The President. All I know is—I saw an article
about it in the paper today. I haven’t discussed
it with the lawyers. I don’t know. You should
ask someone who does.

President’s Visit to Africa

Q. There is speculation, sir, you’re glad to
be out of Washington for a couple weeks. Is
that the case?

The President. Well, I’m glad to be doing
the business of the United States and the peo-
ple. I’ve looked forward to this for years. And
I think most Americans want me to do the job
I was elected to do. And so I’m going to try
to do what most people want me to do.

Q. What was your reaction to the crowd yes-
terday? We saw—the pictures were pretty dra-
matic.

The President. I thought it was wonderful.
I’ve never seen so many people at an event.
But what I was concerned about, there were
two people there who were just wedged be-
tween the crowd and the barrier, and I was
afraid they would be hurt or perhaps even killed
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if we didn’t get room for them. And they got
them out, and it was fine. It was a wonderful
day. I loved it.

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia
Q. Have you talked to Boris Yeltsin, Mr.

President?

The President. No.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:12 a.m. at the
State House Lodge. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks at the Kisowera School in Mukono, Uganda
March 24, 1998

The President. Thank you very much. Thank
you and good afternoon. President Museveni,
Mrs. Museveni, Ms. Vice President, Mr. Prime
Minister, Mr. Speaker; to Education Minister
Mushega; to their Highnesses, the distinguished
Kings here; the religious leaders and other dis-
tinguished leaders of Uganda; Members of our
United States Congress, my Cabinet, and other
important citizens and public servants from the
United States. And most of all, I want to thank
the principals, the teachers, the students for
showing me this wonderful school, the wonder-
ful young people who walked down with us
today, and the wonderful dancing exhibit we
saw here today. Let’s give them a big hand,
I thought they were quite wonderful. [Applause]

As Hillary said, she and our daughter, Chel-
sea, came to Africa and to Uganda last year.
I have heard a great deal about Uganda since
then, over and over and over again. [Laughter]
In selecting countries to visit, I almost felt I
didn’t need to come here because I knew
enough anyway from talking to Hillary about
it. [Laughter] She has, I think, become your
unofficial roving ambassador to the world.

But let me say I am profoundly honored to
be here, honored to be on this continent, hon-
ored to be in this country, honored by the
progress that has been made in these last few
years in improving economic conditions, in im-
proving political conditions. Thank you for what
you have done, Mr. President, and to all of
you.

Earlier today we talked about trade and in-
vestment. And President Museveni wants more
of both, and he should. We talked about political
cooperation and how we could work together
for the future. And I listened very carefully to
what the President said about the history of

Africa, the history of Uganda, the future, what
mistakes had been made in the past.

It is as well not to dwell too much on the
past, but I think it is worth pointing out that
the United States has not always done the right
thing by Africa. In our own time, during the
cold war when we were so concerned about
being in competition with the Soviet Union, very
often we dealt with countries in Africa and in
other parts of the world based more on how
they stood in the struggle between the United
States and the Soviet Union than how they stood
in the struggle for their own people’s aspirations
to live up to the fullest of their God-given abili-
ties.

And of course, going back to the time before
we were even a nation, European-Americans re-
ceived the fruits of the slave trade. And we
were wrong in that, as well. Although, I must
say, if you look at the remarkable delegation
we have here from Congress, from our Cabinet
and administration, and from the citizens of
America, there are many distinguished African-
Americans who are in that delegation who are
making America a better place today.

But perhaps the worst sin America ever com-
mitted about Africa was the sin of neglect and
ignorance. We have never been as involved with
you, in working together for our mutual benefit,
for your children and for ours, as we should
have been. So I came here to listen and to
learn, to offer my help and friendship and part-
nership. And I came in the hope that because
all these good people up here in the media
came with me, and they’re telling the American
people back home what we’re doing——

[At this point, someone raised an umbrella to
shade the President.]
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